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MEMOIBS OF BBIGADIEK-^GENEBAL JOHN LACEY, 

OF PENNSYLVANIA. 

[Transcribed from the original manuscript in the library of the His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania, entitled "Memmores of John Lacey 
Esq r a Brigadier General in the Pennsylvania Militia during the Eevo- 
lutionary War with Great Britain, with Copies and Extracts of letters 
from and to General Washington & others, relative to the occurances 
of the War, and other Documents : with a Biographical sketch of his 
Life &c. Written by himself."] 

I was born in Bucks County in the Province of Pennsyl- 
vania tlie 4th. Day of February in the year 1755, of very 
reputable parents, John and Jane Lacey. My father was 
the son of John and Rachel Lacey. My Great Grandfather 
was among first settlers under W m Penn & emigrated from the 
Isle of "Wight in England. My Grand Mother was a Hes- 
ton, her Family came from New England & settled in Bucks 
County, were reputable Farmers and owned considerable 
Landed property. My Grandfather possessed two Planta- 
tions and a share in a Grist Mill — one of which at his Death 
descended to my Father with his part of the G[rist] M [ill] , 
the other part was purchased by my Father & to which he 
added a Saw Mill on the same stream running through the 
yol. xxv. — 1 ( 1 ) 
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Plantation. My Mother was the Daughter of Abraham & 
Susan Chapman, they were both born in America. Abra- 
ham's Father came from England in the early part of the set- 
tlement of Pennsylvania — he was of a wealthy Family there 
and contracted for the lands he held in Bucks County before 
he left England with W m Penn — he possessed several Valu- 
able Plantations in Bucks County — had five sons and at his 
Death left each a Plantation. Was in his lifetime a Man of 
note in the Province ; he acted in various Public offices, as 
Justice of the Peace, Member of the Assembly for the 
County of Bucks &c. My Grandmother was of an older 
Family resided in New Jersey, all reputable. 

It will not avail me to brag of high origin, but I can esti- 
mate my Ancestors among the first and most enterprising Set- 
tlers of North America, who regardless of [torn] expanded 
and boisterous Ocean, 8000 miles to seek in the wilds of 
North America among savage Indians an assalum where 
they might worship that Omnipotent being who rules [torn] 
according to the dictates of their own Contiences, which 
were forbidden them in their native Country. They were 
all of the society of Quakers, at that time sorely persecuted 
on that account in England. They were all freemen, and at 
least independent in their resources, if not Rich or of 
Noble Blood. They were the Companions of "William 
Penn, the Founder of Pennsylvania, who was of the same 
Religious profession. To encounter the Perils of such an 
undertaking at so early a period of the settlement of this 
Country ^ at once bespeaks them to be a People not easily 
daunted at triffles, and by the Conflicting elliments, or of 
limitted enterprise. Their progress in aggraculture & mack- 
anism, at the date of which I am speaking, can be no bet- 
ter testafyed, than the proof exhibitted by the appearance of 
their well cultivated Farms. Elligant and convenient 
Houses, Mills and Manufacturies, all of which are in proof 
of their Industry and Acconemy. I believe their are few 
Men among the Settlers of this Country who can boast of 
much higher Ancestors, at least among the first Emigration 
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in Pennsylvania or New Jersey. I am proud to Own and 
acknowledge mine to be Farmers. 

The greatest defect in the Society of Quakers had hitherto 
been, the almost total omition to edducate their Children, 
very few indeed at least in the Country gave their sons what 
might be called more than a limitted common education 
[torn] It was my Misfortune to be of this Class. I neither 
knew nor foresaw the deplorable condition of my unculti- 
vated Mind untill it was too late to repare it. My Father 
as a Farmer or rather a Miller, had no better learning him- 
self, did not see or feal the want of a more liberal one, he 
knew as much as other Farmers or Mecanicks, wrote a tol- 
lerable plain hand, understood Common arethmatic and kept 
his own Books of Accompt. I was early sent to school, 
such as it was, the Master himself could neither read or 
write correctly, as he knew nothing of Grrammer,it was not 
to be expected he could teach it to others, Grammer never 
was taught at any school I went to — no book of this kind 
or the most remote rudiments of it was, that I remember, 
talked of at any of the Country Schools I was acquainted 
with. None but Quaker Families resided in the neighbour- 
hood where I was brought up, among whom the Bible & 
Testament with Dilworth's spelling-book were the only books 
suffered to be used in the Quaker Country Schools, from 
which circumstances no one will hesitate to acknowledge 
the extreme limitted education & acquirements of literal 
knowledge by youth so circumscribed, nor can the want of 
this knowledge be known, or felt, untill the practical use of 
it be required. Young men ariving to the state of Man- 
hood, are called by the sufferages of their fellow Citizens 
into Public employments, to act as representatives of the 
People or in some office of the Groverment of their Country 
— then will the defects of the want of a liberal Education 
become conspicuous, then will the want of it be fealt and 
known, then will those whose natural intelect be ever so 
good, for want of those liberal acquirements which cultivate 
the mind, expands the Ideas, and fits them for active and 
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useful employment — finding themselves inaderquate to meet 
their cotemporaries on equal ground — shrink from the Field 
of Honourable or active employments, are found inactive., 
behind the Curtin, or sleeping on the back ground, fearful 
of exposing their incapasities for want of better liberal ac- 
quirements. From what little experience I have had of 
others, and of my own defects on that score, I am per- 
suaded this is verifyed in many if not all who fall under this 
prediciment. Among whome I trust may be reckened some 
of our best and ablest Citizens, who for this cause alone 
never appear in public, or on the great Theatre of Public 
afares. 

"With a laudable intent on the part of my Father I was, 
however, kept at this hum Drum School until I reached my 
13 th or 14 th year, when I was placed in my Father's Grist 
& Merchant Mill, sometimes on the Farm, Cooper's Shop & 
Saw Mill, my time was spent in the various occurrences 
produced in the different branches of carrying on & con- 
ducting these several concerns in active employment & busi- 
ness, without any occurrence worth relating untill the year 
1773. In the month of July I have to date the commence- 
ment of my wandering carrere. Hitherto I had been con- 
fined to business as above related, the only relaxation from 
which was a few days in a season I stole from the Cooper's 
shop or the Mill on a Fox hunt. My Parents being in full 
and strict Membership in the Society of Quakers, and of 
course by berth I was also in Unity. Our Family were 
strict attenders as well of the Meetings of Business, as for 
divine "Worship. It was at the Monthly Meeting held at 
Wrightstown Meeting-house, Zebulin Heston brother to my 
Grandmother Lacey, and a Public Preacher in the Society, 
apply ed to the Meeting for a recommendation to the Meet- 
ing of Sufference of Friends in the City of Philadelphia, 
he having a Call as he expressed it, to visit the Delaware 
Nation of Indians settled on the "Waters of the Ohio River. 
This tribe of Aborigines were the original natives inhabit- 
ing the Waters of the Delaware River, from whom it de- 
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rived the Name. They were in the time of my Uncles 
juvenile years still in great numbers inhabiters in Bucks 
County, and with many of their young men he had been 
in habits of strict and friendly intercourse — he was now 
grown old, upwards of 70 years of age — and these unhappy 
"Wanderers of the Wilderness long since removed to a great 
distance, driven by the Europien immigrants and settlers 
far into new desarts to seak a retched existanee. My Uncle 
still retained the attachment imbibed in his youth to this 
tribe of Indians, and he expressed to this Meeting his de- 
sire to pay them a religis visit before his Death, that he 
was growing old, and that while he was able to travel, he 
conceived it to be duty religiously injoined on him and that 
he was now prepared to comply with the call of Heaven as 
he conceived it injoined on him. His request was cordially 
granted, and the Clerk ordered to make him a pasport or 
Certificate of recommendation to the Meeting of Sufference 
of Friends in Philad a . Being present at this transaction, it 
occured to me that this would be a good oppertunity of 
seeing the Country and acquiring a better knowledge of the 
World, than I had in my present occupation. I waited un- 
till the close of the Meeting, when I called on my Uncle, 
and asked him if he would accept of a Companion, that he 
was old and might want assistance on so long a Eoad, his 
going alone might be attended with many unforeseen diffi- 
culties, and that if he would accept my Company, I would 
attend him all the way throughout his intended Journey. 
He appeared much pleased at my offer & said he would next 
day call & see my Parents, & if they had no objection he 
would gladly accept my Company — and in the meantime di- 
rected the Cleark to delay making out his Certificate untill 
he had adjusted that matter — so that my name might be 
inserted in the Certificate — all which being fixed to my sat- 
isfaction we set off on our rout on the 7 th Day of July A.D. 
1773, and came to the City of Philad a the same day. 

My Uncle next day accomplished his business ; we were 
the day after joined by John Parrish, a very pious Friend, 
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when we all started on our way to Pitsburg. The Meeting 
of Sufferenee having placed in Friend Parrish's hands a 
sum of Money to bear our expenses, and to make some 
presents to the Indians at our discression. On the evening 
of the 18 th we reached Pitsburg— -nothing material occured 
on the way. A great part of our Bout however, being little 
cultivated, the Eoads in many parts almost impassible — we 
passed over monsterous Mountains, having never before been 
so far from Home or in so rough & broken a Country. The 
scenes were new and afforded me much matter for contem- 
plation. "We met many Travellers who were all on Horse- 
back, the Eoads being so bad, no loaded Waggon was able 
to pass them. Altho a very considerable trade was carry ed 
on, all the goods, or nearly so, were transported to and from 
Lancaster, Carlile & Pitsburg on Pack Horses, great Droves 
of which we met and passed on their way to & from these 
places, with Dry Goods, Firs, Dear, Bear & other skins. 

On the Twentyeth of July we left Pitsburg crossed the 
Alligany in Canoes swiming our Horses by their sides 
holding them by the Bridles, pursued our journey through 
the Wilderness. Our object was a Delaware town called 
New Commers Town — -were accompanyed by John Gibson, 
an Indian Trader, who had an Indian wife & several chil- 
dren at this Town, and Captain White Eyes, an Indian Chief 
and also a Trader, who resided a few miles below New Com- 
mers Town on the Muscingum Kiver called White Eyes 
Town. Altho Gibson kept his wife who was a Delaware at 
Newcommers Town his trade was carryed on much beyond 
that place, with Indians further down the Ohio & on the 
Sioto & Miamees Eiver. I discovered him to be a man of 
note among them, he speaks the Delaware and Mingo lan- 
guages as fluent as the Natives themselves, and appeared to 
be a man of respectability and good sense. 

On the twenty fifth we reached New Commers Town, 
having been five days passing through the Wilderness. On 
our arrival were rec d very Cordially by King Netowhelemon, 
who called his Council of the Chiefs or seachams at his 
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House or Pallase, which was indeed much the best House 
in the Town. As to furnature he had none or very little & 
not a Chair or stool in it, every one siting on the floor or 
small blocks of wood. After the seremony of reception 
was over, we were conducted to an empty Log House, 
which we were told was to be our Quarters. John Gib- 
son had hitherto been our Interpature, but left us to 
follow his goods gone on to the junction of the Sioto with 
the Ohio Eivers. A messenger was sent to the Upper 
Moravian Indian Town about eighteen or twenty miles 
above Kewcommers Town on the Muskingum River. 
Samuel Moor an Indian, the interpreter having arived, our 
first audiance or meeting was held on the twenty eight of 
July, at the great Council House of the Nation, a build- 
ing erected for that purpose, about sixty feet in length 
and twenty wide, the sides formed of uprite pallasades, 
covered with bark. Our Credentials from the Monthly 
Meeting of Wrightstown, and Meeting of Sufference in 
Philad a were read and interpreted, my Uncle made a 
Prayer and spoke for some time. The Interpreter explaining 
every sentence as he went on to the Indians in the Delaware 
language. After which Cap* White Eyes made a speach & 
delivered us a Belt of Wampum in token of Friendship. 
We had several meetings of worship, in all of them the 
Indians behaved with proper decorum, but when my Uncle 
was not speaking they appeared uneasy & seme to express 
much solicitude and uneasiness untill he began again, ex- 
hibiting a total dereliction to Silent Meetings. When my 
Uncle was done speaking they would leave the Assembly in 
crowds remaining outside of the great Hall, and on his 
again speaking crowd into the appartment all siting on the 
ground or little billits of wood, a few even of such seats 
were found in the Council House, and they appropriated for 
the use of the Chiefs only. Having kept a Journal at the 
time of this toor I refer my friends to that, for the further 
particulars of the expidition, noting only that I reached my 
Fathers again on the fourteenth of September, having per- 
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formed a journey into the "Wilderness of about five Hun- 
dred miles out, and considering the round through Virginia 
on the whole upwards of one thousand miles in two months 
and seven days. 

Before I finally dismiss this subject I shall take notice of 
a custom among the Indians at this Town, the Capital of 
the Delaware Nation, because I have not seen [torn] is 
prevalent in any other place or among the Aborigines of 
any other Tribe I cannot say. After we had been presented 
to the King and Council, we were conducted to an empty 
log house or cabbin, such as are made by the Colyers at the 
Iron Works, covered with palacadoes & bark, there were 
three berths erected in it, raised on croches set in the 
ground, on each was spread or laid a corse of split plank or 
palacadoes wide enough for two persons to lay on — on these 
planks were spread one or more Deer or bear skins for beds 
— no florre but the earth was in this house, and many more 
in the Town, indeed few only had floors — these were I be- 
lieve confined to the nobility alone, none others that I saw 
had any boards in them. The Kings and Killbuck were 
tollerably well finished, and their bed rooms up stairs. The 
skins however, made comfortable beds, and we could not com- 
plain of our lodgings. Between sunset and dark, our habi- 
tation was surrounded by a large number, from twenty to 
thirty young Indian girls, dressed in their best apperal, who 
kept up an almost insessant serenade on juseharps. Altho 
Quakers my friends & myself shew no signs of disagree- 
ment — if we had, we were compelled to let them play on. 
They would approach the door, but ventured no farther. 
We all supposed their design was a mear Compliment and 
an Honour confered on us as Friends and strangers, took no 
further notice than apparently to be pleesed with their 
music, which continued night after night for nearly the 
whole of the first week of our residence. Two whitemen 
Traders, John Freeman & James Forbs had a store of goods 
in this Town, with whome I made an early acquaintance, 
and was often invited to Dine & Sup with them. On the 
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second or third day of our residence, while at dinner, Free- 
man asked me if I did not observe the Indian girls playing 
the Juseharps at our lodging, and if I knew their meaning. 
I answered in the affirmative, and that I supposed it was out 
of compliment; he said it was a custom, when a stranger 
came to reside at the Town ever so short a time, the girls or 
single women, presented themselves in that way, in token 
of their willingness to enter into a contract for such time as 
his business required his stay there, during which time they 
acted as housekeeper and performed every necessary act in 
the care of your baggage or goods, cooked, washed and 
conducted herself in all things with punctuality, honesty 
and care, as well of your goods as person, that if you were 
in danger of insult, they would give you the earlyest notice, 
and in that respect they were sometimes peculiarly useful. 
No part of their contract would be neglected, but in all 
things do and perform their duty as good Housewife ought 
to do. You must pay for all these services in money or 
clothing according to your agreement as shall have been 
previously contracted. Being thus master of this secret of 
which I knew my companions to be ignorant, I could not 
refrain from lafter, at the simple credulity of my Uncle & 
Friend Parrish, who seemed to be tickled and allevated at 
the young Squaws musick — as they crowded the threshold 
of our habitation, altho., they would crowd and jossel each 
other for the possession of the door, they omitted to enter 
our appartment. After some time finding their musick to 
have made no impression upon us and we not inclined to 
accept their services, disappeared, at which my companions 
seemed really to regret sorrofully saying, they believed the 
girls had got tired of them, which I have no doubt was 
really the case. I believe this custom to be not only lisened 
but approved and encouraged by the Chiefs of the Nation, 
as I observed Cap* Killbucks daughter with her harp among 
the crowd, and one of the foremost to approach the door. 
She had a spritely and innosent countenance & fine per- 
son. My acquaintance Freeman & Forbs, had each of them a 
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young female Indian who did all the mennal services of 
their famely, both living in one house, in a leanto, attached 
to which they kept their goods, and seme to enjoy all the 
social blessings of life, so far as I was capable of judging of 
their cituation. The number of inhabitants according to 
Cap* Killbuck's account amounted to upwards of three hun- 
dred at this Town, and their young men, of which they 
counted Waryers, upwards of one hundred. 

After my return I again betook myself to my former oc- 
cupation, but my engagements were principally in the Mill 
in manufacturing Flour for market, of which I had the 
principal care and management, my Father taking care of the 
Farm. Nothing material hapened during the next year 
1774. In '75 the contest between Great Brittain and her 
Colonies in America began to assume a more formable ap- 
pearance, in which all seemed to take a part, on one side or 
the other, altho, on the first onset, very few appeared to 
espouse the cause of the Mother Country, but there were 
some who secretly clung to her, and afterwards became open 
and bitter enemies to the Union and independence of the 
United States, among whom were some of my nearest rela- 
tions. On reading the publications and occurrences of the 
times, I was lead to consider the claims of Great Brittain to 
be unjust, tiranical and oppressive. Under these impressions 
I united with her oponents and joined the Standard of the 
Revolutionists, throwing off my passive and non-resisting 
principles, of which I had hitherto been in the practice of 
believing (from the prejudice of Education) to be right, but 
seeing now in a very diifirent light, considering it a duty 
all ow'd their Country, themselves and posterity— I without 
hesitation inroled myself under the banner of my Country, 
being young and full of fire; Patriotism beat high in my 
breast. Every where the Citizens were flying to Arms, 
vying with each other, who should be the best perficient in 
the Military exercise. I was chosen Captain of an Associa- 
tion of young men from the Townships of Buckingham and 
Wrightstown, several of whom were of the Society of 
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Friends, as well as myself, but whose patriotism was not 
genion, and who all fell off on the first onset of opposition. 
I alone stood the Ordeal of the Quaker Society of which I 
was then a member. My Patriotism was pure and irrista- 
ble, including all the principles of social and Public virtue, 
imbracing an Enerjective devotion to support the liberty, the 
Independence, and political safety of my native Country 
against the strong arm of British oppression, invasion and 
tyroney, offering up on the Altar of Public weal, the sacri- 
fice of my private interest and social Felicity, looking on 
the land which gave me birth as my Parent, and on her 
Children as my brethren, my carreer was not to be controled, 
the recital of dangers only increased my arder, thus wound 
up in the Political inthusiasm of the times, to be inactive 
was to me an intolerable burthen, which at that time I 
could not brook, and thus my arder led me to accept a Cap- 
tains Commission in the troops to be raised to oppose the 
British Armey then in possession of Boston. 

The Functions of the General Assembly of Pennsy a being 
superseeded by that of a Committee of Safety chosen by the 
People, who under a recommendation of Congress, ordered 
several Regiments of Troops as her quota to be raised, to 
defend the Country against the invading Brittish & Hessen 
Armey, who in the spring were expected to attack New 
York. My Commission was dated Jan 7 5 th 1776, but I did 
not receive recruiting Orders untill the 20 th . Such was my 
diligence and good fortune, however, that by the 12 th of 
Feb 7 , only 22 days, I inlested my compliment of men, Con- 
sisting of 85 non-commissioned officers and privates. On 
the 12 th by order of Colo 1 Wayn Commanding the Regi- 
ment to which I was attached, the 4 th in the Pennsy a line, I 
marched from Bucks County for Chester, a little Town on 
the River Deleware about 15 miles below Philada. We 
reached Darby on the 14 th , eight miles from Chester, where 
we were stoped by Major Houseker, the Major of our Regi- 
ment, here he ordered the Men to be quartered on the In- 
habitants — Chester being full of troops — expecting to stay 
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here but a few days. No agreement was made with the 
People where the men were quartered, they very early in- 
formed me they should not be satisfied with the Allowance 
Congress had ordered to be paid, and that they should look 
to me for the payment of the men's board, which they said 
would be six shillings more than the sum stipulated by act 
of Congress. I mentioned this to the Colo 1 and beged we 
might be removed to Chester, as I foresaw an approaching 
altercation with the People of Darby. The Colo 1 ordered 
me to take no notice of their demands saying, he would 
take upon himself the settlement of their accounts. 

On the 21 st of March the Company was ordered on to 
Chester, and on the 22nd. drew our Arms. The Kegiment 
being ordered to New York, we being the first ready, were 
ordered on board Shallops to go by water to Trentown, and 
from thence by land to New York. I left Chester with 
Major Houseker, rec d pay for the men, and on the 23 d the 
Company arived off the City. Houseker hurryed me on 
board and next day arived at Trenton, and on the 28 th at 
New York almost weryed to Death in keeping the Company 
in order. An officer commanding young recruits, ought to 
have the patience, and fortitude of an old Commander. We 
were all young, and in a manner unacquainted with human 
nature, quite Novices in Military matters, had every thing 
to learn, and no one to instruct us who knew any better 
than ourselves. 

On my return through Darby to Philad a I again called on 
some of the People & informed them Colo 1 Wayn had as- 
sured me he would settle with them for the men's board, 
that my Company had gone to New York, and that I was 
on my way there also, that I had drawn no money, neither 
for the pay or retained rations of the men, and that it was 
impossible, if I was ever so desirable to pay them, and as it 
was not my orders, but sorely against my will that the men 
were quartered on them. I had forebodings even then, that 
this affair might be productive of evil, but it was out of my 
power to controle or alter it. As soon as we became sta- 
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tionary at Darby, I used every effort to procure clothing for 
the men, by purchasing Cloth myself, seting such of the men 
who were Taylors to work, and employed others in Darby 
to assist in making Uniform Coats &c, by which means my 
Company were clad several weeks before any other Com- 
pany in the Regiment, and of course the first ready to 
march, were ordered to ISTew York, the others were to follow 
immediately on their being equiped. 

(To be continued. ) 
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